
 

Jesus said to the paralytic, "I 

say to you, rise, pick up your 

mat, and go home." He rose, 

picked up his mat at once, 

and went away in the sight of 

everyone. They were all 

astounded and glorified God, 

saying, "We have never seen 

anything like this."  

                                 ~ Mk 2:11-12 
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Rev. John L. Ubel ......................................................................................... Pastor 
Rev. John Paul Erickson .............................................. Parochial Vicar (Part-time) 
Rev. Christopher Beaudet ...................................................... Weekend Assistant 
Deacons ..................... Rev. Mr. Harold Hughesdon, Rev. Mr. Bernard Pedersen 
                                     Rev. Mr. Nathan Allen 
 

Phones 
Parish Office ................................................................................ ..651-925-8800 
School Office ................................................................................. 651-925-8700 
Sisters of Charity ........................................................................... 651-925-8820 
 
 

Sunday Masses 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m. (anticipated) Benediction at 5:00 p.m. 
 6:30, 8:30, 10:00 (Latin High Mass), 12:00 Noon  
 The 10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month  
 will be offered in the Extraordinary Form (1962 Missale Romanum) 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 
 Watch Bulletin for schedule 
  

Weekday Masses 
 8:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday (Saturday—Sung Latin Mass) 
 5:15 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
 During the school year, additional Mass at 9:30 a.m. on Thursdays 
 

Confessions 
 Saturdays: 3:30—5:00 p.m. and 7:30—9:00 p.m. 
 Tuesdays: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays following Novena 
 Eves of Holy Days and Thursdays before First Fridays:  
 4:00—5:00 p.m. and 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

Adoration 
 Fridays in the Chapel following the 8:00 a.m. Mass 
 until Benediction at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Baptisms 
 Sundays immediately following the Noon Mass. Active parishioners 
 seeking baptism for their child are asked to make arrangements  
 prior to the desired date of baptism. 
 

Marriages 
 Active registered parishioners are to make arrangements for   
         marriage preparation at least six months prior to the anticipated 
         wedding date. 
 

Registration in Parish 
 Required for Baptism and Matrimony. Please call the rectory  
 for an appointment. 
 

Devotions 
 Tuesday: Rosary at 7:00 p.m. 
 7:30 p.m. Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
 Sunday: 3:00 p.m. Vespers and Benediction of the Most Blessed 
         Sacrament 
         Friday Adoration: Each Friday beginning after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 
         until 5:00 p.m. 
 

Web site………………...www.stagnes.net 



The Pastor’s Page 
What’s in a Number? Comprehending a Trillion dollar deficit! ($ 1,000,000,000,000) 
 

Even as an inveterate statistics aficionado, I was overwhelmed when the number “one trillion” was referenced as 
the projected deficit for 2009 following the economic stimulus package signed by the President last Tuesday in 
Denver.  Just how big is a trillion? If you began to spend one million dollars per day, every day, on January 1st in 
the Year of our Lord 1 (i.e. 1 A.D.) it would take you just under three years to spend one Billion dollars. Okay? 
Now fast forward from 3 A.D. until 2009 A.D., still spending at this incredible rate.  Guess what, you would still 
have over 700 years remaining in order to spend a trillion dollars! 
 

Or if you prefer, we could count in seconds.  A million seconds is about 11 ½ days. A million seconds from now, 
I should be comfortably into my Lenten prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  A billion seconds would take 32 years, 
when I shall be enjoying life as a retired priest at 77! Wow!  A trillion seconds? Well, that would take 32,000 
years, and in 32,000 years I will be…yikes!  I think the point is clear. The number is mind-boggling. 
 

Long ago I promised myself that I would stick to those issues about which I know something (e.g. geography, the 
Church Fathers, the Minnesota Twins). Opining about economics? No thank you.  Yet, I doubt I am the only 
American who is concerned about the stimulus package, the record setting deficits, and the burdens we are laying 
at the feet of future generations. I still remember my dear great-aunt who, when cautioned about her spending 
habits due to “bouncing” checks, responded, “I do not understand how this happened.  I still have plenty of checks 
left in the box!” 
 

I have seriously tried to understand this political issue, but I am hopelessly lost.  I am troubled by how little seems 
to be an actual stimulus for the economy versus government programs that, while supposedly only temporary, 
may well end up being part of the landscape for years to come.  Long ago I learned the value of saving for a rainy 
day, of being frugal, and of paying my bills on time, and of never running up a credit card balance! All the 
parishioners at Saint Agnes are in my daily prayers as we navigate these turbulent waters together.  With the able 
assistance of our Finance Council, I pledge to be a prudent steward of the tremendous generosity of the people of 
this parish.   
 

President Abraham Lincoln certainly had a way with words.  As we recently commemorated his 200th 
birthday this past President’s Day, his wisdom remains timeless. Just 700 words in length, his 2nd inaugural 
address concluded: “With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us 
to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him 
who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan--to do all which may achieve and cherish a 
just and lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all nations.” (4 March 1865)  Timeless words indeed. 

 

Archbishop John Nienstedt has designated The Church of Saint Agnes as one of fifteen Churches within the 
Archdiocese at which the faithful may receive a special Plenary Indulgence granted or the Year of Saint Paul, 
scheduled to end June 29, 2009.  The usual requirements apply in order to receive the indulgence, and I will 
offer more information in a future column.  We are indeed honored to be a pilgrimage site. 

  

Pope Benedict XVI met very briefly with Speaker Nancy Pelosi after the General Audience.  The Vatican 
released this rare public statement following the meeting: “His Holiness took the opportunity to speak of the 
requirements of the natural moral law and the Church’s consistent teaching on the dignity of human life from 
conception to natural death which enjoin all Catholics, and especially legislators, jurists and those responsible 
for the common good of society, to work in cooperation with all men and women of good will in creating a 
just system of laws capable of protecting human life at all stages of its development.” 

 

Twins’ Spring Training just opened in Fort Myers, FL.  Just forty-three days until Opening Day!  I am still 
pondering my pre-season predictions.  Hope springs eternal! 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 

Fr. John L. Ubel 
Pastor 
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Lenten Reflection 
Dear God, 
Throughout the history of your people, 
from the prophets Moses and Elijah, 
through to the life of your only Son Jesus, 
you called people into the desert 
as a means of purifying their souls 
and to prepare them for great works. 

Today, though not called to the same works 
we are called into the desert of self-denial. 
In place of sand, heat and hunger, 
we deny ourselves luxuries, desires and habits. 
While we are called no less to holiness than the saints, 
may our Lenten sacrifices, done for love of you, 
bring us closer to you this season 
and purify our souls.   Amen. 
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Chorale Notes 
Today the Chorale is singing the Ludwig van 

Beethoven Mass in C.  Beethoven's Mass in C 

was composed for the birthday of Princess Maria 

Hermengild Esterhazy in 1807. The composer 

conducted the first performance of the Mass in 

Eisenstadt in September of that year in the presence of 

Princess Maria and Prince Nicolaus Esterhazy. This 

work was composed while Beethoven was having 

severe hearing loss leading to total hearing loss in the 

decade to follow. 

The Chorale will take leave of their singing at Mass 

for the Lenten season, returning for Laetare Sunday, 

the 4th Sunday in Lent, on March 22, 2009 at which 

time they will sing Franz Schubert’s Mass in B flat.  

The music of the Chorale is supported financially by 

the friends of the Chorale.  All contributions are tax 

deductible. Please consider offering them your 

financial support.  Envelopes are at the back of the 

church.   Your contributions are greatly appreciated. 

Collection for School (Red) Envelope 
There will be a second collection next Sunday in 

support of our School (Red) Envelope.  

Thank you very much for your generous 

and continued support. 

Blessing of Expectant Mothers Next Sunday 
As next Sunday will be the first Sunday of the month, 

we will have a blessing for expectant mothers 

following the 8:30 a.m. Mass. 

“We are one body,  

  one body in christ.”  

We are very grateful to those who have made the 
decision to contribute to The Catholic Service Appeal 
and have already sent in their response.  Please know 
that you may drop your envelope for the Catholic 
Service Appeal in the weekend collection, as well as 
having the option of mailing it in.  We remind you 
that fully 25% of the contributions made by our 
parishioners come right back to our parish.  Those 
who continue to prayerfully consider their gift, we 
remind you that no gift is too small to support one 
another in faith and to help those in need.   

Twenty-Third Annual Marian Congress 
The 2009 Marian Congress will be held on Saturday, 
March 7 at the Church of Saint Joseph, 1154 Seminole 
Avenue, West St. Paul. Cost is only $30.00 in advance 
and $35.00 at the door or after February 23rd.  
Registration begins at 7:00 a.m.  Guest speakers will 
be Fr. Randal Kasel speaking on “God Desires our 
Love; How our Prayers and Sacrifices Console Him” 
and “Our Lady and the Eucharist, Pillars of Hope.”  
Dr. Mark Miravalle will speak in the afternoon on 
“Fatima’s Triumph of the Immaculate Heart and the 
Fifth Marian Dogma.”  For more information please 
call 651-457-6609. 

Lenten Series on the Sacraments 
Fridays in Lent in Schuler Hall following  

The Stations of the Cross  
 

Join Father John Paul Erickson for a six-week series 
on the Sacraments of the Church, offered every Friday 
night in Schuler Hall during the Season of Lent, 
beginning February 27, following Stations of the 
Cross at 7:00 p.m.  Classes will begin at 7:40 p.m. 
and end promptly by 8:40 p.m.  Together we will 
explore the importance of the Sacred Liturgy in the 
life of the Church and in our own spiritual lives, and 
explain the power and necessity of the Sacramental 
life for authentic holiness.  Each of the seven 
Sacraments will also be explained in depth. 
 

These classes are free and open to the public. Make 
growing in knowledge and love of the Faith part of 
your Lenten pilgrimage this year! 

All are invited to begin the 
holy season of Lent on Ash 
Wednesday, February 25.  
Masses will be offered at      

6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. (Latin) and 5:15 p.m.  
Ashes will be distributed at all Masses.  All Masses 
are in the main Church, except the 6:30 a.m. which 
will be in the Chapel.  Parishioners are encouraged to 
attend any of the Masses as it fits their schedule. 
We observe this day by attending Mass and by 
receiving ashes in the form of a cross upon our 
foreheads as a reminder of who we are and what we 
are to become.  “Remember man that thou art dust and 
unto dust thou shalt return.”  We should also make it a 
point to receive the sacrament of penance during this 
holy season.   
Ash Wednesday is a day of Fast and Abstinence as is 
Good Friday.  All other Fridays during this 
season are days of abstinence, which 
means a day on which all Catholics who 
have reached the age of 14 must not eat 
meat.  A “day of fast” is a day on which 
all those in good health, who have reached the age of 
18 and have not yet reached the age of 60, are to 
refrain from eating between meals and are to eat 
somewhat less than usual at two of the day’s meals 

Daycare Opening in the Roseville Area 
There are openings available in a very loving and reliable 
licensed day care home.  At this time the openings are for 1 
year olds on up.  Full - and part-time. Past parishioner, long 
time friend of St. Agnes.  Please call Martha in the Parish 
Office for more info at 651-925-8802. 



Weekly Calendar 
 

Sunday, February 22, 2009 

 Coffee & Donuts  Sponsored by the Saint 

Agnes Basketball Team. 

 3:00 p.m. ~ Vespers and Benediction  

Monday, February 23 

 6:45 p.m. ~ Legion of Mary (Bride’s Room) 

Tuesday, February 24 

 7:30 p.m. ~ Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Wednesday, February 25 ~ Ash Wednesday  

 Masses are at 6: 30 a.m.(Chapel), 8:00 a.m.,         

9:30 a.m, and 5:15 p.m.(Latin High Mass)  

Ashes will be distributed after all Masses. 

Thursday, February 26 

 7:00 p.m. ~ Adult Faith Class in Schuler Hall 

Friday, February 27 

 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

 following the 8:00 a.m. Mass until 5:00 p.m. 

 Stations of the Cross at 1:10 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

 7:40 p.m. ~ The First in a Series of talks by 

Fr. John Paul Erickson in Schuler Hall. 

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, February 23 ~ St. Polycarp, bishop, martyr 

 8:00 a.m.   Metzger Family 

 5:15 p.m.   Joanna Novotny  (B)  †  
  

Tuesday, February 24 

 8:00 a.m.   Matilda Novotny  (B)  †  
 

Wednesday, February 25 ~ Ash Wednesday 

    Day of Fast and Abstinence 

     6:30 a.m. (Lower Chapel)    Fred Dick 

 8:00 a.m.   Nancy, Helen and Sandy Smolik 

 *9:30 a.m.   Thomas Finnegan  †  

 5:15 p.m.   Mary Catherine Schwartzbauer  †  
 

Thursday, February 26 

 8:00 a.m.   Nick Flies 
 

Friday, February 27 ~ Day of Abstinence 

 8:00 a.m.   Bob Budding  †  

 5:15 p.m.   Shannon Buffie 
 

Saturday, February 28 

 *8:00 a.m.   Mark Byers 

 5:15 p.m.   Claire Notermann  
 

Sunday, March 1 ~ First Sunday of Lent 

 6:30 a.m.   For the Parish 

 8:30 a.m.   Ruth Franke  †,  Max Franke  † 

 *10:00 a.m.   Jean Lentsch 

 12:00 p.m.   Vail Family 

Sunday Offerings 
Collections for February 15, 2009 

Envelope/Plate ............................ $13,469.94 

Automatic Contributions ............... $1,105.00 

Heat, Light & Fuel .......................... $9,552.61 

Total ............................................. $24,127.55 

Altar Servers Information Connection 
Saturday, February 28, 5:00 p.m. Benediction and 

5:15 p.m. Mass: 1st: Ben Siebenaler 

2nd:  Tom Mulvey, Paten:  Billy Siebenaler 

Sunday, March 1:  

8:30 a.m. Mass: 1st: Evan Morehead 

2nd:  Peter Minwegen,  Paten: Max Minwegen 

10:00 a.m. Mass: Team E. F. 1 will serve. 

12:00 Noon Mass: 1st:  Nick Burns 

2nd:  Chris Lentz, Paten:  David Turner 

Remember in Your Prayers Those Who Have Gone Be-

fore us and Who Sleep the Sleep of Peace. 
 

Coleman G. Nemeth 
 

Jane Marie Hageman 

We welcome these new members 
To our parish community  
 

Margaret Johnson 
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A Lenten Day of Reflection for Women 
The Saint Agnes Altar and Rosary Society invites 
all the ladies to A Lenten Day of Reflection on 
Saturday, March 14, 2009.  We will begin with 
Mass at 8:00 a.m. followed by a Continental 
Breakfast.  Filling out the day will be a talk by   
Fr. James McConville, on “Mary at the Foot of the 
Cross, The Seven Sorrows of Mary.”  We will 
finish out the day with Vespers and silent prayer.  
Reservations are preferred.  Please call Martha in 
the Parish Office at 651-925-8802.  There is no 
cost.  Free will offerings will be accepted. 


