
“So then the Lord Jesus, 

after he spoke to them, 

was taken up into heaven 

and took his seat at the 

right hand of God.  But 

they went forth and 

preached everywhere, 

while the Lord worked 

with them and confirmed 

the word through 

accompanying signs. .”  

~  Mk 16:19-20 
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Church of Saint Agnes 

Rev. John L. Ubel ......................................................................................... Pastor 
Rev. John Paul Erickson .............................................. Parochial Vicar (Part-time) 
Rev. Christopher Beaudet ...................................................... Weekend Assistant 
Deacons ..................... Rev. Mr. Harold Hughesdon, Rev. Mr. Bernard Pedersen 
                                     Rev. Mr. Nathan Allen 
 

Phones 
Parish Office ................................................................................ ..651-925-8800 
School Office ................................................................................. 651-925-8700 
Sisters of Charity ........................................................................... 651-925-8820 
 
 

Sunday Masses 
 Saturday 5:15 p.m. (anticipated) Benediction at 5:00 p.m. 
 6:30, 8:30, 10:00 (Latin High Mass), 12:00 Noon  
 The 10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month  
 will be offered in the Extraordinary Form (1962 Missale Romanum) 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 
 Watch Bulletin for schedule 
  

Weekday Masses 
 8:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday (Saturday—Sung Latin Mass) 
 5:15 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
 During the school year, additional Mass at 9:30 a.m. on Thursdays 
 

Confessions 
 Saturdays: 3:30—5:00 p.m. and 7:30—9:00 p.m. 
 Tuesdays: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays following Novena 
 Eves of Holy Days and Thursdays before First Fridays:  
 4:00—5:00 p.m. and 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

Adoration 
 Fridays in the Chapel following the 8:00 a.m. Mass 
 until Benediction at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Baptisms 
 Sundays immediately following the Noon Mass. Active parishioners 
 seeking baptism for their child are asked to make arrangements  
 prior to the desired date of baptism. 
 

Marriages 
 Active registered parishioners are to make arrangements for   
         marriage preparation at least six months prior to the anticipated 
         wedding date. 
 

Registration in Parish 
 Required for Baptism and Matrimony. Please call the rectory  
 for an appointment. 
 

Devotions 
 Tuesday: Rosary at 7:00 p.m. 
 7:30 p.m. Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
 Sunday: 3:00 p.m. Vespers and Benediction of the Most Blessed 
         Sacrament 
         Friday Adoration: Each Friday beginning after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 
         until 5:00 p.m. 
 

Web site………………...www.stagnes.net 



The Pastor’s Page 
“Alea iacta est.”: Lessons from Under the Golden Dome  
 

Well, I admit that I was wrong!  I had surmised that given the immediate uproar following the announcement of plans by 

Notre Dame to award an Honorary Doctorate to President Obama, a change of course might happen before the graduation 

ceremony.  Again, I was wrong.  He went, he spoke, and he received his honorary degree with warm words of praise for his 

work.   Even though well over 360,000 Catholic laity and seventy bishops publicly spoke out against this horribly tragic 

decision, the leaders under the Golden Dome stood fast. University President Fr. John Jenkins offered a spirited defense a 

week before, trying to re-establish the solidly pro-life credentials of the University.  In my judgment, it was all in vain.  

ñAlea iacta est.ò  Just as Julius Caesar was reported to have said ñthe die has been castò before crossing the Rubricon River 

in N. Italy in 49 B.C. to begin ñcivil warò in defiance of the Roman Senate, so too the famed university made its stand. The 

Administration must have felt it was too late or too costly to consider turning back, or perhaps they felt all along that they 

were doing the right thing.  
 

In a stare down game of chicken with pro-life Catholics, bishops and her own students, the University chose to send a 

hauntingly mixed message about the sanctity of human life, all while proclaiming that their commitment to the unborn is 

unflappable.  Fr. Jenkins was saddened as to why people would question the UNDôs commitment to life and offered the 

following apologia: 

The University and I are unequivocally committed to the sanctity of human life and to its protection from 

conception to natural deathéAs a lighthouse, we strive to stand apart and be different, illuminating issues with the 

moral and spiritual wisdom of the Catholic tradition. Yet, we must also be a crossroads through which pass people 

of many different perspectives, backgrounds, faiths, and cultures. 
 

Perhaps it is time to check the light bulb! The only light shining on the golden dome today is the light of truth that has 

illuminated the fallacious argumentation that first allowed and then defended this decision.  Fr. Jenkins liberally quoted from 

Popes John Paul II and Benedict XVI in his introduction of President Obama, calling for dialogue and engagement with 

culture. But it had absolutely nothing to do with the core issue. I cannot possibly imagine the school would award an 

honorary doctorate to someone whose views on racism were in direct contradiction to the Churchôs teaching, can you?  
 

May some good emerge from this tragic episode, now that the television crews have moved on.  It is tragic because it 

unequivocally gives credence to the view that Catholics can, with a clear conscience, honor the work of a U.S. President 

who is in the process of promoting the most pro-abortion agenda since Roe v. Wade became the law of the land in 1973. 

President Obama did make reference to the óconscience clauseô so far opposed by his own administration.  He said, ñLetôs 

honor the conscience of those who disagree with abortion, and draft a sensible conscience clauseéò Time will tell, merely 

allowing such a clause hardly represents ñcommon ground.ò  
 

May there be substantive discussions within the Universityôs Board and the Congregation of the Holy Cross concerning 

what kind of university they desire to be.  May there be substantive and hard decisions within the body of the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops about how they too will move forward in the face of such direct and flagrant disregard for 

their directives.  The President gave a rousing and effective speech, make no mistake about that.  He used his appearance 

largely to his advantage, while critics were marginalized as intolerant extremists. But this is not an argument about whether 

the President is a sincere man, a dynamic speaker, or whether his office deserves respect. Nor is there any reason to bring 

the graduating seniors into the fray.  They have earned their degrees through four years of hard work and are to be 

congratulated. It is about how Notre Dame has definitively chosen prestige over truth. 
 

In the end, countless pro-life Catholics have been demoralized by the actions of what is considered by most to be the 

flagship Catholic University in the nation. U.S. News and World Report ranks Notre Dame at #18 in its annual list of 

national universities for 2009. The famed Irish football team of the ñGipperò had until recent years been ranked annually in 

the Top Twenty in the AP Poll.  Where should Our Ladyôs University be ranked in the minds and hearts of countless 

Catholics who labor for the protection of human life from conception to natural death? 
 

Saint Agnes School will confer diplomas upon our fifty-seven graduating seniors Friday evening at 7:00 p.m. in 

Church.  Our prayers and heartfelt congratulations are with all our seniors.  Msgr. Aloysius Callaghan, rector of The 

Saint Paul Seminary will address our graduates. 
 

Fr. John L. Ubel 

Pastor 
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PRAYER FOR DECEASED VETERANS 

O God, by whose mercy the faithful departed find rest, look kindly on your departed veterans who gave their lives in the 

service of their country. Grant that through the passion, death, and resurrection of your Son they may share in the joy of your 

heavenly kingdom and rejoice in you with your saints forever. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
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Rosary Collection  
The Knights of Columbus Council #4021 has distributed 

thousands of rosaries, most of them made by volunteers, to 

local hospitals, prisons, missions and to our military 

personnel.  If you have any spare rosaries that you would 

like to donate for distribution please drop them in the 

collection box that will be located in the back of church this 

weekend.  We greatly appreciate it.  For further information 

please call Victoria Mastro Kane at 651-488-5114   

Classes for the Lay Faithful at the Seminary 
The Archbishop Harry J. Flynn Catechetical Institute begins 

a second class this fall to deepen your faith, make sense of 

all things Catholic, and lay out the roadmap to heaven.  

Based on the four pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, this 2-year course is divided into four 12-week 

modules (Fall 2009, Spring 2010, Fall 2010, Spring 2011) 

and meets on Monday nights, 7:00 - 9:00 pm.  Space is 

limited to 150 students. Applications accepted through  July 

1st.  Go to www.saintpaulseminary.org for details and an 

application, or call 651-962-6890. 

Mass in C (Opus 169) by Joseph 

Gabriel Rheinberger 
 

Mass in C (Opus 169) by Joseph Gabriel 

Rheinberger, a superb counterpointist who 

wrote at least 18 Masses. One reviewer described 

Rheinbergerôs style of church music as ñromantically 

sumptuous yet classically refined.ò His overriding criterion 

was beauty: ñMusic that does not sound beautiful has no 

attraction for me.ò It didnôt bother him that his 

compositions broke no new musical ground, and he resisted 

the Cecilian Movementôs efforts to return church music to 

the ñpurityò of plainchant and Renaissance polyphony. (The 

Cecilian Movement was founded in 1868 in response to the 

near-disappearance of these traditional forms in Catholic 

worship.) 

Blest Art —Carved Olive Wood Religious Goods 
Following our Holy Fatherôs recently completed Apostolic 

visit to Jordan, Israel and Palestine, we are pleased to 

welcome Blest Art, Inc. to Saint Agnes on the weekend of 

May 30-31.  This mission is supported by the Latin 

Patriarch of Jerusalem as well as many Catholic Bishops 

throughout the world.   

They will be selling carved olive wood religious items after 

all Masses.  The proceeds from the sale are used to support 

Catholics in Bethlehem and Jerusalem.   Catholics in the 

Holy Land now represent less than 2% of the population.  

Your support would be greatly appreciated. 

Important Upcoming School Dates 
Thursday, May 28, 9:30 a.m.  

All School Baccalaureate Mass 

Friday, May 29th, 8:00 a.m. 

8th Grade Recognition Mass and Breakfast 

Friday, May 29th, 7:00 p.m. 

Commencement Exercises 

Ordination to the Priesthood 
Rev. Mr. Allan Paul Eilen will be ordained to the Holy 

Priesthood this Saturday May 30th at 10:00 a.m. at The 

Cathedral of Saint Paul.  Members of Saint Agnes are 

invited to attend the ceremony.  If you have never attended 

an Ordination Mass, you are heartily encouraged you to do 

so.  The following day, Fr. Eilen will offer a Mass of 

Thanksgiving here at Saint Agnes during the 10:00 a.m. 

Mass.  The Mass will be a Latin Sung Mass in the Ordinary 

Form.  A reception will follow the Mass, hosted by the 

Altar and Rosary Society. 

Parish history play 
Do you have a script or film of the play produced in 1987 

for 100th anniversary of St. Agnes parishôs founding? The 

Fall Festival Committee would like to borrow it to plan the 

2009 Festival, which falls on the 100th anniversary of the 

church cornerstone laying. If you can help, please call 

Annette Beaudry at (651) 766-9149.   

Memorial Day 
On Memorial Day, Monday May 25th , Mass will be 

celebrated at Saint Agnes in the main Church at 9:00 

a.m.  Please note the time change from the usual 8:00 

a.m.  All are invited to begin this national holiday in 

prayer.  We hope you are able to join us.  There will be no 

5:15 p.m. Mass on Monday. 

World Apostolate of Fatima Prayer Vigil 
The World Apostolate of Fatima, Archdiocese of Saint 

Paul/Minneapolis, is sponsoring an All Night Vigil of 

reparation and prayer at the Church of Saint Augustine, 302 

5th Avenue North, South Saint Paul, MN  55075. Please call 

Ann with any questions at 651-450-2008.  Please note that 

the vigil will begin on Friday, June 5th at 7:30 p.m. with the 

Tridentine Mass and will conclude with a 4:00 a.m. Mass 

on Saturday, June 6th.  Everyone is invited to attend all or 

part of this devotion.  

Vacation Bible School 
Saint Agnes will again be holding Vacation Bible School 

this summer from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon, Aug 3-7, 2009.  

Registration forms can be picked up in the school office or  

can be downloaded from the parish website at 

www.stagnes.net  Any questions regarding VBS can be an-

swered by Jean Morehead at 651-464-7398.  This year's 

theme for VBS is Saint Patrick and the Holy Trinity. 

http://www.stagnes.net


WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, May 24 

   Rosary, Vespers and Benediction ............ 3:00 pm 
 
Monday, May 25 

   Legion of Mary (Bride’s Room) ................ 6:45 pm 
 
Tuesday, May 26 

   Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help .... 7:30 pm 
 
Thursday, May 28 

   All School Baccalaureate Mass ............... 9:30 am 
 
Friday, May 29 

   8th Grade Recognition ............................. 8:00 am 

       -Mass and Breakfast 

   Commencement Exercises ...................... 7:00 pm 
 
Saturday, May 30 and Sunday, May 31 

   Blest Art on display after weekend Masses    

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Monday, May 25   

 9:00 am    Julia Sicam (B)  

   Paul and Dorothy Metzger  

(no Mass at 5:15 pm) 
  

Tuesday, May 26 ~  St. Philip Neri, priest 

     8:00 am    Leo Scheuring †  
 

Wednesday, May 27  ~  St. Augustine of Canterbury 

 8:00 am    Mildred Lang † 

 5:15 pm    Mary Amelia & John L. Jenson Family  
 

Thursday, May 28  

 8:00 am    Coleman Nemeth 

  *9:30 am    Wid Henry Painter † 
     

Friday, May 29 

 8:00 am    Shirley Tschida †  

 5:15 pm    Steve Marcotte †   
  

Saturday,  May 30 

 8:00 am    A.J. Sylvester 

     5:15 pm    Anna Gruba       
 

Sunday, May 31 ~ Pentecost Sunday 

      6:30 am    For the Parish  

 8:30 am    Ruth Franke † 

  *10:00 am    John & Mary Kromhout,  

    Francis & Sheila McGrath  

 12:00 pm    Lucy Simones 

Remember in Your Prayers  

Those Who Have Gone Before Us  

Marked with the Sign of Faith 

Daniel Joseph Emslander 
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Summer Giving 
Looking for a way to plan your giving during the 

summer months?  You can now set up an electronic 

funds transfer to the Church of Saint Agnes parish and/

or school to simplify your regular giving.  For more 

information, call the Parish Office at 651-925-8801. 

Sunday Offerings 
Collections for May 17, 2009 
 

Sunday Envelope/Plate ..................... $12,293.42 

Automatic Contributions ...................... $1,710.00 

Total .................................................... $14,003.42 

 

We welcome this  

new member to our  

Parish Community: 
Edem Sessou 

ALTAR SERVERS SCHEDULE 

Saturday, May 30th   

5:15 pm Mass 

 Ben Siebenaler, William Siebenaler, Gregory Schiffer 
 

Pentecost Sunday, May 31st 

8:30 am Mass 

Evan Morehead, Sam Benyon, Peter Vaske 

 10:00 am Mass  

Team 2 

12:00 Noon Mass 

Peter Notermann, Jack Boeser, Matthew Boeser 

(1st, 2nd, Paten) 

Attention Gardeners  
Please join us on Saturday May 30th from 9:00 a.m. to 

5:00 p.m. for a plant sale to benefit the Missionary 

Sisters of Peter Claver.  The Missionary Sisters are 

located at 265 Century Avenue in Woodbury.  The 

Missionary Sisters plant sale site is located just south 

of I-94 on Century Ave.  If you have any questions, 

        Welcomed into the Church 

           through Baptism: 
 

      Maria Christiana Calma 

        Duggan  


