“Prepare the way of the

Lord, make straight his
paths.
Every valley shall be filled
and every mountain and hill
shall be made low.
The winding roads shall be
made straight, and the rough
ways made smooth, and all
flesh shall see the salvation
of God.”

~Lk3:4-6
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Sunday Masses
Saturday 5:15 p.m. (anticipated) Benediction at 5:00 p.m.
6:30, 8:30, 10:00 (Latin High Mass), 12:00 Noon
The 10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month
will be offered in the Extraordinary Form (1962 Missale Romanum)

Holy Days of Obligation
Watch Bulletin for schedule

Weekday Masses
8:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday (Saturday—Sung Latin Mass)
5:15 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday
During the school year, additional Mass at 9:30 a.m. on Thursdays

Confessions
Saturdays: 3:30—5:00 p.m. and 7:30—9:00 p.m.
Tuesdays: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays following Novena
Eves of Holy Days and Thursdays before First Fridays:
4:00—5:00 p.m. and 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Adoration
Fridays in the Chapel following the 8:00 a.m. Mass
until Benediction at 5:00 p.m.

Baptisms
Sundays immediately following the Noon Mass. Active parishioners
seeking baptism for their child are asked to make arrangements
prior to the desired date of baptism.

Marriages
Active registered parishioners are to make arrangements for
marriage preparation at least six months prior to the anticipated
wedding date.

Registration in Parish
Required for Baptism and Matrimony. Please call the parish office
for an appointment.

Devotions
Tuesday: Rosary at 7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m. Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Sunday: 3:00 p.m. Vespers and Benediction of the Most Blessed
Sacrament
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How is Your Advent Progressing? Measuring “Success” in the Spiritual Life
Retail ers are already counting the receipts from *
season than last year. Figures came out almost immediately after Thanksgiving weekend. It is easy for the economic
realities of the “holiday season” (I cringe each offi

Advent. We Catholics forge ahead and keep our focus on Christ. It is profitable for us to take spiritual stock of our Advent
season. But as Catholics, is it possible or even desirable to measure our Advent progress compared to last year? The
Vikings can point to their 10-1 record as proof of progress. It is not so easy with our spiritual lives.

I't is dangerous in the spiritual life to try to make
during the time of prayer, we risk confusing feelings of consolation for the real arduous work of the spiritual life, which is
still first and foremost a gift from God. *“-klectBirbhakhelpr a
prepared to make his canonical pre<or di nati on retreat. But wha't consft i
“successful ”?

Often we judge the success of something based upon the fruits we experience as a result. A parishioner commented to me
recently that when seeing some photos of a recent
experience for you."’ In fact, it was an extremel

manifestations in a more fervent spiritual life in the midst of the hectic lives we lead. Yet, a pilgrimage experience is not
required to elicit a response of gratitude to God. This can happen anywhere and at any time.

I heartily encourage a fruitful preparation for all of us this Advent, including the reception of the Sacrament of Penance prior
to Christmas. There are plenty of opportunities scheduled for the Sacrament. We should always be mindful of our need to be
properly disposed to receive Holy Communion. It was heartening to see an increased attendance at sung Latin Vespers last
Sunday afternoon. This is a proud Saint Agnes tradition, and our Tuesday evening Novena is a wonderful opportunity to
bring the family for prayer and confession.

e Confessions will be available in the chapel on Monday December 7, 2009 from 4:00-5:00 p.m. and again from 7:00-
8:00 p.m. in preparation for the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, a holy day of obligation. Masses will be
celebrated on Monday December 7" @ 5:15 p.m. (anticipatory Mass in the chapel); Tuesday December 8" @ 6:30
a.m. (chapel), 8:00 a.m. (Church), Latin All School Mass @ 9:30 a.m. (Church) and 5:15 p.m. (Latin High Mass in
Church). Parishioners and visitors are alwayswelcome to attend any of our Masses, including the school Masses.

e All parishioners have an opportunity to sponsor some of our Christmas flowers in the sanctuary. You may support
the special Christmas Flower Fund with the envelope included in your packets for December 13", or you may pick
one up in the back of Church. If you are donating in honor of or in memory of someone (indicate with a Cross if
deceased), please print the name(s) clearly on the front of the envelope.

e Archbishop Nienstedt invites you to participate in a solemn Vespers in honor of Bishop-elect Paul Sirba on Friday
December 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at The Cathedral of Saint Paul. A reception in Hayden Hall will immediately follow
the service. Members of our Saint Agnes School Choir and Chamber Choir will be singing.

e The response to our Children’s Activity Books f
more Children’s activity books available this ye
Nor have I forgotten about our Junior High parishioners, and will provide you something special for Lent as well.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. John L. Ubel
Pastor

Alumni, Parents, and Other Singing Adults are Invited to Join the Festival Chorus

Once again the Concert Chorale is inviting alumni, parents, and other singing adults to join the Concert Chorale to sing a
combined anthem on Sunday, December 13th. The Festival Chorus piece for this year is Michael Haydn's "O Be Joyful,
Sing to God" (Ps. 100). It is a VERY EASY read and will only require you to come one hour in advance of the concert to
rehearse it with the choir. The concert has a new time this year. It will begin at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday December 13 in
Bandas Gym. The rehearsal will be in the choir room downstairs from 3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. This will leave you time to
view the art and church models before the concert begins at 4:30 p.m. If you are interested, please email Donna May at
dmay(@saintagnesschool.org. so that scores can be made available.
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TODAY AT SAINT AGNES

Pick-Up Your Wreaths and Poinsettias

If you ordered a wreath or poinsettia to support the school
band program, please pick it up in Schuler Hall this
weekend after the Saturday evening or Sunday morning
Masses. Questions can be directed to Caroline Becker at
the school: 651-925-8719 or cbecker@saintagnesschool.org
Thank you for your support!

Special Collection

There will be a second collection today in support of our
School, (Red) Envelope. Thank you so much for the
generous support you have shown our school.

Blessing of Expectant Mothers

Today is the first Sunday of the month, therefore we will
have the blessing of expectant mothers following the 8:30
a.m. Mass.

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception—
Tuesday, December 8, is a Holy Day of Obligation
Tuesday, December 8th, is the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception—a Holy Day of Obligation. Masses will be
offered at the following times:

Saturday, December 7th

5:15 p.m. Mass in the Chapel (anticipatory)

Sunday, December 8th

6:30 a.m. Mass in the Chapel

8:00 a.m. Mass in the Church

9:30 a.m. Latin K-12 School Mass (all are welcome)

5:15 p.m. Latin High Mass (sung by Schola Cantorum)

Christmas Fine Arts Festival—December 13th

Next Sunday, December 13th, Saint Agnes School will host
a Christmas Fine Arts Festival, featuring its Concert
Chorale and Madrigal Singers, the Saint Agnes Concert
Band, model churches built by 8th grades religion students,
and art from grades K-12. The performances begin at 4:30
p.m., but guests are welcome to come as early as 3:30 p.m.
to see all of the model churches and art projects and to
savor homemade cookies and other treats.

Intercessions for Life: The 2nd Sunday of Advent
For young women in crisis pregnancies: That they may
receive loving support and guidance, and consolation from
our Blessed Mother; We pray to the Lord.

9:30 a.m. School Mass is Tuesday This Week

The school’s 9:30 a. m.
Tuesday, December 8th, to honor the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception. Consequently, there will be no
9:30 a.m. Mass on Thursday, December 10th.

Monday, December 14th—No 5:15 p.m. Mass

On Monday December 14, 2009 there will be no 5:15 p.m.
Mass at Saint Agnes. Our priests will be attending the
ordination of Bishop Paul Sirba in Duluth. The only Mass
offered on Monday December 14th will be the 8:00 a.m.
Mass in the chapel. Thank you for your understanding.

Advent Confession Schedule
Monday, Dec. 7— 4:00-5:00 p.m. & 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 12—3:30-5:00 p.m. & 7:30-9:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 15—Following Novena
Saturday, Dec. 19—3:30-5:00 p.m. & 7:30-9:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 22—3:30-5:00 p.m. & Following Novena
Wednesday, Dec. 23—3:30-5:00 p.m. & 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 24—10:00-11:30 a.m.

New Parishioner Registration

We welcome all visitors to the Church of Saint Agnes. If
you have been attending regularly and are interested in the
possibility of joining our parish, please stop by to visit with
one of the priests after Mass today, or call the parish office
during the week at 651.925.8800.

We welcome these new
members to our
Parish Community:
Anthony and Nell Alt

Matthew and Rachel Lu

Peter and Carol Nelson
and their children
Annabelle, Charles and Leland

CHORALE NOTES

The Twin Cities Catholic Chorale does not sing at the 10:00
a.m. Mass during the season of Advent, a time when the
Church asks that the pipe organ and other instruments not
be used. During Advent and Lent, the Schola Cantorum
under the direction of Paul W. LeVoir sings both the Proper
and the Ordinary of the Mass in Gregorian chant.

We are truly blessed at The Church of Saint Agnes to have
such a fine Gregorian chant choir.

The Chorale will take up its schedule on Christmas Eve
when Christmas music will begin at 11:15 p.m. followed by
Midnight Mass at which will be sung Mozart's Coronation
Mass,K 317.

The Twin Cities Catholic Chorale and the Church of Saint
Agnes are featured in an article in the December 2009 issue
of Twin Cities Metro (p.57), with the title "Believe it or not,
This Choir Rocks."

Ma s
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WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, December 6
Red Envelope Collection
Blessing of Expectant Mothers (after 8:30 Mass)
Donut Sale sponsored by Altar & Rosary Society
Pick-up Wreaths and Poinsettias (Schuler)

Vespers and Benediction ........cccccuveeeeeen. 3:00 pm
(following 2:45 pm recitation of the Rosary)
Youth Group (Convent) .......eeeene... 6:30-8:30 pm

Monday, December 7
Confession (eve of a Holy Day) .... 4:00-5:00 pm

7:00-8:00 pm

Legion of Mary (Bride’s Room) ............ 6:45 pm
Tuesday, December 8

Rosary (chapel) ..ccoceeeeeeecceee e, 7:00 pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help . 7:30 pm

Chorale Rehearsal (Choir Loft) ............. 7:30 pm

Wednesday, December 9
Religious Education Classes (CCD) ...... 6:30 pm

Thursday, December 10
Children’s ChOir ...ccccvveceeerieceeer e 3:30 pm
Catholic Catechism Class (Schuler) ..... 7:00 pm

Friday, December 11
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament following
the 8:00 am Mass until 5:00 pm
Saturday, December 12
CoNfESSION ovvvveeciieereeee e, 3:30-5:00 pm
7:30-9:30 pm

Wedding Banns

Eric Hansen will be joined
with Catherine Alford in the
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on
Monday, December 21, 2009
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MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, December 7 ~ Ambrose, bishop & doctor
8:00 am  Gloria J. Hefferan
5:15 pm  Bernice M. Pribnow (A) (anticipatory)

Tuesday, December 8 ~ Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception
6:30 am  Jane M. Hageman t
8:00 am  Martin & Julian Sicam
*9:30am  Bishop Lee Piche %
*5:15 pm  Michael Dewitt

Wednesday, December 9 ~ Juan Diego, hermit
8:00 am  Marie A. Peirce T
5:15 pm  Nancy Janssen

Thursday, December 10
8:00 am  Elizabeth Scheuring

Friday, December 11 ~ Damasus I, pope
8:00am  Deceased members of the Smolik
Family T
5:15 pm  Deceased Members of the Philip
Titus Family

Saturday, December 12 ~ Our Lady of Guadalupe
*8:00am  Harold B. Young (B)
5:15 pm  Frances Roskowiak

Sunday, December 13 ~ 3rd Sunday of Advent
6:30am  Missa pro populo(For the People)
8:30am  Beth Anderson

*10:00 am James McGinn, Sr. T and Robert &
Jane Gavnik t
12:00 pm  Mary Parnell

Welcomed into the Church
through Baptism:

Grace Carol Johnson
Parents: Josh and Megan

Remember in Your Prayers
Those Who Have Gone Before Us
Marked with the Sign of Faith

Marie Deml

ALTAR SERVERS SCHEDULE
Saturday, Dec 12th
5:15 p.m. Mass
Tom Mulvey, Mark Honetschlager, Anthony Peterson,

Sunday, Dec 13th
8:30 a.m. Mass

Christopher Schmitt, Nick Conroy, Ben Misner
10:00 a.m. Mass

O.F. Team 1

12:00 Noon Mass
Anthony Bauer, Jacob Bauer, David Sanders

From Cornerstone to Completion
1909-1912
As we celebrate our centennial, please consider
helping preserve the traditions of TheChurch of
Saint Agnedy remembering us in your will.

Sunday Offerings

Collections for November 29, 2009

Sunday Envelope/Plate.................... $13,709.90
Automatic Contributions.........ccccueu..... $1,591.00

IO oo T $15,300.90




