“The crowds asked John the Baptist,

‘What should we do?” He said to
them in reply, ‘Whoever has two
cloaks should share with the person
who has none. And whoever has
food should do likewise.” Even tax
collectors came to be baptized and
they said to him, ‘Teacher, what
should we do?” He answered them,
‘Stop collecting more than what is
prescribed. Soldiers also asked him,
‘And what is it that we should do?’
He told them, ‘Do not practice
extortion, do not falsely accuse
anyone, and be satisfied with your
wages.”

~ Lk3:10-14
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Sunday Masses
Saturday 5:15 p.m. (anticipated) Benediction at 5:00 p.m.
6:30, 8:30, 10:00 (Latin High Mass), 12:00 Noon
The 10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month
will be offered in the Extraordinary Form (1962 Missale Romanum)

Holy Days of Obligation
Watch Bulletin for schedule

Weekday Masses
8:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday (Saturday—Sung Latin Mass)
5:15 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday
During the school year, additional Mass at 9:30 a.m. on Thursdays

Confessions
Saturdays: 3:30—5:00 p.m. and 7:30—9:00 p.m.
Tuesdays: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays following Novena
Eves of Holy Days and Thursdays before First Fridays:
4:00—5:00 p.m. and 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Adoration
Fridays in the Chapel following the 8:00 a.m. Mass
until Benediction at 5:00 p.m.

Baptisms
Sundays immediately following the Noon Mass. Active parishioners
seeking baptism for their child are asked to make arrangements
prior to the desired date of baptism.

Marriages
Active registered parishioners are to make arrangements for
marriage preparation at least six months prior to the anticipated
wedding date.

Registration in Parish
Required for Baptism and Matrimony. Please call the parish office
for an appointment.

Devotions
Tuesday: Rosary at 7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m. Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Sunday: 3:00 p.m. Vespers and Benediction of the Most Blessed
Sacrament
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The Pastor’s Page

The Letter “O” and Advent: Evening Prayer “O” Antiphons Signal the Coming of the Savior

George Will, noted political commentator and inveterate baseball fan, once wryly commented that baseball is one sport
wherein the level of enjoyment is directly proportional to one’s level of knowledge about the game. In other words, if you
know an awful lot about the game, you will appreciate its finer points, and as a result, the game itself, that much more. So
too, I believe with regard to the liturgy of the Catholic Church. While I am fully aware that the interest level of many
Catholics for things liturgical may be significantly less than your average priest, | am equally aware that people at Saint
Agnes are quite perceptive and sensitive to these things. I would add, “and for good reason.” The liturgy is the source and
summit of our Catholic Faith and the degree to which we carry it out reverently has an impact upon our lives. Take for
example, a favorite Advent hymn,“ O Co0 me , O Come Emmanuel .7

Beginning next week, we will recite the “O” antiphons at Evening Prayer, known as the Liturgy of the Hours (Breviary).
They provide rich food for our prayer and meditation during this brief season of Advent. Each stanza highlights a title for
the Messiah: O SapientiaO Wisdom), O Adonai(O Lord), O Radix Jess€O Root of Jesse), O Clavis David(O Key of
David), O Oriens(O Rising Sun), O Rex GentiumO King of the Nations), and O EmmanuelEach one praising the coming
of the Savior by a different name, and closing with petitions appropriate to the title. According to musical scholars, the
arrangement was not accidental. It is called an acrostic. If one starts with the last title and takes the first letter of each one -
Emmanuel, Rex, Oriens, Clavis, Radix, Adonai, Sapientia - ero crasis formed, Latin for “Tomorrow, I will come.”

The antiphons likely have a monastic origin; after all those monks were prolific, placed a high emphasis on the liturgy, and
were not consumed with “lights, locks, leaks, and litter” as are many pastors, so I am told! They had sufficient time for
reflection and were very creative. One verse was sung or chanted each evening (as opposed to being sung together as a
single hymn, as we do today). It is quite possible that by the 12" century, five of the verses had been put together to form the
verses of a single hymn, with the refrain® Gaude, gaude, Emman u@Rejoice!Rgace€ Emmanuep
Shall come to thee, O Israel”) As each day progressed, the faithful moved that much closer to the birth of the Savior. The
liturgy helped to unfold the mystery. You can see the first three antiphons accompanied by my translation below. 1 will
discuss the remaining four next Sunday.

17 December O Sapientia, quae ex ore Altissimi prodiisti, attingens a fine usque ad finem fortiter, suaviterque di
omnia: veni ad docendum nos viam prudentid® Wisdom, you who come forth from the mouth of the Most High,
arranging all things from beginning to end mightily, and disposing them sweetly; come to teach us the way of prudence.”

18 December O Adonai, et Dux domus Israel, qui Moysi in igne flammae rubi apparuisti, et ei in Sina legem dedi
ad redimendum nos in brachio extent® Adonai and leader of the house of Israel, you Who appeared to Moses in a fire
of burning bush and gave him the Law on Sinai. O come and save us with your outstretched arm.”

19 December O Radix Jesse, qui stas in signum populorum, super quem continebunt reges 0s suum, que
deprecabuntur: veni ad liberandum nos, jam noli tardar€ Root of Jesse, you stand as a signal of the peoples; before
whom kings will contain their mouths (remain silent); to whom the nations will earnestly pray. O come to deliver us, and do
not delay.”

e Aren’t you comforted to know that the Climate Change Summit in Copenhagen is watching its carbon footprint? The
1200 limousines, 140 private jets, 10,000 environmental activists, 100 world leaders and 5000 journalists, will
produce just 41,000 tons of “carbon dioxide equivalent” during the eleven day conference. I am so relieved!

e Attendance at Masses for the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception was strong last Tuesday, at least until the final
Mass at 5:15 pm, which coincided with the first snow-storm of the year. I suspect many had intended to come but
simply could not make it. The Church never binds consciences to the impossible, and for many of you, road
conditions simply made travel too treacherous. I was grateful to see so many parishioners at the all-school Latin
Mass @ 9:30 a.m. You are always most welcome.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. John L. Ubel
Pastor
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Church Cleaning on Saturday December 19th

Everyone is invited to join us for cleaning and camaraderie as we meet on Saturday morning, December 19th, in Schuler
Hall for a continental breakfast (rolls, juice, & coffee) and a briefing (work instructions & breaking into four teams with
leaders) to accomplish a thorough cleaning of the Church for the Christmas season. Please bring pails, rags and dusters.
Preferred cleaning solutions will be provided. Thank you for helping our Church reflect God’s glory!
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THIS WEEKEND AT SAINT AGNES

Christmas Fine Arts Festival

Today, Sunday, December 13th, Saint Agnes
School will host a Christmas Fine Arts
Festival, featuring its Concert Chorale and
Madrigal Singers, the Saint Agnes Concert
Band, model churches built by 8th grades
religion students, and art from grades
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K-12. The
performances begin at 4:30 p.m., but guests are welcome to
come as early as 3:30 p.m. to see all of the model churches
and art projects and to savor homemade cookies and other
treats.

Please Sponsor Our Christmas Flowers

All parishioners have an opportunity to sponsor some of
our Christmas flowers in the sanctuary. You may support
the special Christmas Flower Fund with the envelope
included in your packets for today, December 13th, or you
may pick one up in the back of the Church. If you are
donating in honor or memory of someone (indicated with a
Cross if deceased), please print the name(s) clearly on the
front of the envelope.

Special Collection for Retired Religious

Envelopes for donating to the Retirement Fund for
Religious are available in the back of the Church. Please be
generous in helping retired religious who have helped and
still do help so many of us.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve —Thursday, December 24th

8:00 am Mass

4:25 pm First Vespers of Christmas Vigil

5:15 pm High Mass of Christmas Vigil

11:15pm  Christmas Music & Procession of the
Infant Jesus to the Crib

Midnight  First Mass of Christmas

Christmas Day—Friday, December 25th

6:30 am Mass at Dawn
8:30 am Mass During the Day
10:00 am  Latin High Mass (Ordinary Form)

12:00 Noon Mass

Advent Confession Schedule
Saturday Dec. 12—3:30-5:00 p.m. & 7:30-9:00 p.m.
Tuesday Dec. 15—Following Novena
Saturday Dec. 19—3:30-5:00 p.m. & 7:30-9:00 p.m.
Tuesday Dec. 22—3:30-5:00 p.m. & Following Novena
Wednesday Dec. 23—3:30-5:00 p.m. & 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Thursday Dec. 24—10:00-11:30 a.m.

Monday, December 14th—No 5:15 p.m. Mass

On Monday December 14, 2009 there will be no 5:15 p.m.
Mass at Saint Agnes. Our priests will be attending the
ordination of Bishop Paul Sirba in Duluth. The only Mass
offered on Monday December 14th will be the 8:00 a.m.
Mass in the chapel. Thank you for your understanding.

Hospitality for our Visitors

The Twin Cities Catholic Chorale is looking for volunteers
to work as greeters at chorale Masses. We want visiting
individuals and groups to feel welcome and obtain answers
about the Mass and music being sung. Volunteers should be
available at least once a month, before and after the 10:00
a.m. Mass for a total of about 30 minutes. The chorale will
provide training and visitor materials. For more information
please contact Jean Haskell at 651.450.1868 or Kathleen
Bedor at 612.823.3945.

We welcome these new
members to our
Parish Community:

Jason and Cheryl Steeves
and their children
Annie and Joseph

Thank You for Supporting Troops

On behalf of Bravo Company, 9th Engineer Battalion, we
thank St. Agnes parish for your support and prayers. The
92 soldiers of Bravo 9E returned to Germany in November
after serving in Iraq for 12 months. Your contributions
helped these soldiers receive a warm welcome back. Each
soldier who returned to a barracks room was welcomed
with a bed made with brand new sheets and linens and a
bag of goodies on their beds. The soldiers who returned to
family members in Germany were welcomed with a gift bag
full of movies and treats to share with their families. The
soldiers and their families are truly grateful. Thank you and
God bless! Sincerely, Captain and Mrs. Patrick and Eleanor
Sullivan (Schweinfurt, Germany )

“Christmas Break” is One Week Away

Many of our parish groups do not meet during the
Christmas holidays. Someare noted here. The Religious
Education Program (CCD) will not meet December 23rd
and 30th. The Children’s Choir and the Catholic Catechism
Class (RCIA) will not meet December 24th and 31st. The
Twin Cities Catholic Chorale (TCCC) will not rehearse
December 29th. If you are wondering if another group or
organization will meet during the Christmas season, please
contact the group leader or phone the parish office at
651.925.8800.
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WEEKLY CALENDAR MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday, December 13

Monday, December 14 ~ John of the Cross, priest &
Donut Sale sponsored by the Cub Scouts

doctor
Vespers and Benediction ........cccccuueeeee. 3:00 pm 8:00 am Catherine Kranz 1 (A)
~ (following 2:45 pm recitation of the Rosary) (no 5:15 pm Mass due to Ordination in Duluth)
Christmas Fine Arts Festival (Bandas)
............................................................ 4:30 pm Tuesday, December 15
Preview of artwork begins at 3:30 pm 8:00am  John Sullivan ¥

Youth Group (Convent) ................. 6:30-8:30 pm Wednesday, December 16
Monday, December 14 8:00 am  Bertha Gruber t %

(no 5:15 pm Mass due to Ordination in Duluth) 5:15 pm  Agnes Miller

Cub_ Scouts (Schoo_l C:’:lfeteria) ................ 6:30 pm Thursday, December 17

Legion of Mary (Bride’s Room) .............. 6:45 pm 8:00am  Dr. Enrique Torrano Moscoso
Tuesday, December 15 *9:30am  Catherine Kranz 1

Rosary (Chapel) eoeecceeeeecceeen e, 7:00 pm

Chorale Rehearsal (Choir Loft) ............. 7:30 pm Friday, December 18

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help . 7:30 pm 8:00 am  John Belmont t

Confession (following Novena) 5:15 pm  Michael Flanagan t
Wednesday, December 16 Saturday, December 19

Religious Education Classes (CCD) ...... 6:30 pm *8:00am  Sr. Mary Catherine Izral
Thursday, December 17 5:15 pm  Dorothy Palmer-Widegren t

Children’s Choir (Schuler) ....cceceeviiuennne 3:30 pm Sunday, December 20

Catholic Catechism Class (Schuler) ..... 7:00 pm 6:30am  Missa pro populo(For the People)
Friday, December 18 8:30 am  Beth Anderson

Mom'’s Play & Pray Group (Brides) ........ 9:00am *10:00 am James McGinn, Sr. ¥ and Robert and

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament following Jane Gavnik T

the 8:00 am Mass until 5:00 pm 12:00 pm  Mary Parnell

Christmas Vacation begins

Saturday, December 19
Church Cleaning (meet in Schuler) ....... 9:00 am

Confessions ....ccceevceeeveercieeneieeene 3:30-5:00 pm ALTAR SERVERS SCHEDULE
7:30-9:30 pm Saturday, Dec 19th
5:15 p.m. Mass
Wedding Banns Tom Mulvey, Mark Honetschlager, Anthony Peterson
. . . Sunday, Dec 20th
Eric Hansen will be joined 2:30 a.m. Mass

with Catherine Alford in the
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on

Christopher Schmitt, Nick Conroy, Ben Misner

Monday, December 21, 2009 10:00 a.m. Mass
O.F. Team 1
Moms Play and Pray Group—Friday! 12:00 Noon Mass .
The Saint Monica’s Pray and Play Group will meet Anthony Bauer, Jacob Bauer, David Sanders

after 8:00 am Mass this Friday, December 18th, in the
Brides Room, running approximately from 9:00—10:00
a.m. Bring your babies and tots, your Magnificat for the
meditation of the day, and your Rosary! Snacks and
coffee provided.

Sunday Offerings p-=A4

Collections for December 13,2009

From Cornerstone to Completion Sunday Envelope/Plate.................... $17,533.02
1909-1912 Automatic Contributions.........cc.cceu..... $1,275.00

As we celebrate our centennial, please consider L $18,808.02

helping preserve the traditions of TheChurch of

Saint Agnedy remembering us in your will. Special Collections

School Envelope/Plate ........cccoueeee.... $7,689.53




