“And how does this happen

tome, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me?
For at the moment the sound
of your greeting reached my
edrs, the infant in my womb
leaped for joy.
Blessed are you who believed
that what was spoken to you
by the Lord would be
fulfilled.”

~ Lk 1:43-45
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Sunday Masses
Saturday 5:15 p.m. (anticipated) Benediction at 5:00 p.m.
6:30, 8:30, 10:00 (Latin High Mass), 12:00 Noon
The 10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month
will be offered in the Extraordinary Form (1962 Missale Romanum)

Holy Days of Obligation
Watch Bulletin for schedule

Weekday Masses
8:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday (Saturday—Sung Latin Mass)
5:15 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday
During the school year, additional Mass at 9:30 a.m. on Thursdays

Confessions
Saturdays: 3:30—5:00 p.m. and 7:30—9:00 p.m.
Tuesdays: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays following Novena
Eves of Holy Days and Thursdays before First Fridays:
4:00—5:00 p.m. and 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Adoration
Fridays in the Chapel following the 8:00 a.m. Mass
until Benediction at 5:00 p.m.

Baptisms
Sundays immediately following the Noon Mass. Active parishioners
seeking baptism for their child are asked to make arrangements
prior to the desired date of baptism.

Marriages
Active registered parishioners are to make arrangements for
marriage preparation at least six months prior to the anticipated
wedding date.

Registration in Parish
Required for Baptism and Matrimony. Please call the parish office
for an appointment.

Devotions
Tuesday: Rosary at 7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m. Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Sunday: 3:00 p.m. Vespers and Benediction of the Most Blessed
Sacrament
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The Great “O’s” and Advent: Foretelling the Coming of the Light of Christ

I continue reflections on the “O” Antiphons, brief phrases from the Breviary recited at Evening Prayer before the
Magnificat, so rich in meaning. Their first mention dates to the philosopher and theologian Boethius (d. 524 AD) who
referenced them, suggesting their use. At the magnificent French Benedictine abbey in Fleury (now St Benoit-sur-Lorie), the
antiphons were recited by the abbot and then a gift was given to each member of the community. By the eighth century, they
were in use in the Advent liturgy (cf. Saunders, Rev. William. “What are the ‘O Antiphons’?”” Arlington Catholic Herald).
Additionally, one can detect a movement of time throughout all the seven antiphons: O Wisdom (God’s eternal Wisdom of
old); O Adonai (time of Moses, 1350 BC); O Radix Jesse (preparing the line of David, 1100 BC); O Clavis David (time of
David, 1000 BC), and so on.

It is most interesting to note that the antiphons of the final days before Christmas speak more than once of the “darkness”
and the “shadow of death.” The theme highlights the reality of our tremendous need to be freed from the darkness of our
sin, and that only One so great as a Savior could do this. The antiphons take their biblical cue from the prophets, especially
Isaiah, based in part upon references you may see below.

Tomorrow will be the shortest day of the year here in Minnesota. The Twin Cities area will enjoy just eight hours and 47
minutes of daylight. The day length diminishes with increasing distance north; Bishop Paul Sirba in Duluth, for example,
gets 15 minutes less! But the good news is that it starts getter brighter...we “bottom out” tomorrow. The Savior comes in
the midst of this physical darkness to dispel our spiritual darkness. May we use these final precious days to prepare a worthy
dwelling place in our heart for our Lord to dwell.

20 December O Clavis David, et sceptrum domus Israel; qui aperis, et nemo claudit; claudis, et nemo aperit: veni, et educ
vinctum de domo carceris, sedentem in tenebris, et umbra mortis.O Key of David (Apoc 3:7), and scepter of the house of
Israel; who opens, no one closes; who closes and no one opens (Isa 22:22): come, and lead out the fettered from the house of
prison, sitting in darkness and the shadow of death. (Ps 107:10)

21 December O Oriens, splendor lucis aterng, et sol justitiee: veni, et illumina sedentes in tenebris, et umbra mortis. O
Rising dawn (Zac 6:12), splendor of eternal light (Hab 3:4) and Sun of Justice (Mal 3:20): come and illumine those sitting in
darkness and the shadow of death. (Lk 1:78)

22 December O Rex Gentium, et desideratus earum, lapisque angularis, qui facis utraque unum: veni, et salva hominem,
quem de limo formasti. O King of Nations, and longed for One of them; cornerstone, you who make both one: come and
save mankind, whom you formed from the mud. (Isa 2:4)

23 December O Emmanuel, Rex et legifer noster, exspectatio gentium, et Salvator earum: veni ad salvandum nos Domine
Deus noster. O Emmanuel (Isa 7:14; 8:8), our King and Lawgiver (Gen 49:10; cf. Ezek 21:32), expected of the Nations, and
their Savior; come to save us, Lord our God. (cf. Is. 7:14)

e  We look forward to celebrating the mystery of the Nativity of our Lord with you here at Saint Agnes this year. Please
note the times of all Masses and scheduled confessions.

e The events surrounding the ordination of Bishop Paul Sirba were joyous beyond description. True, I am somewhat
biased on the matter, but the entire Church rejoices in the gift of such a holy and humble shepherd for the good people
of the Diocese of Duluth. Please continue to pray for all bishops, that the Lord may bless them in their difficult, yet
critically important ministry as successors to the apostles.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. John L. Ubel
Pastor

“Christmas Break” Has Begun

Many of our parish groups do not meet during the Christmas holidays. Some are noted here. The Religious Education
Program (CCD) will not meet December 23rd and 30th. The Youth Group will not meet on Sunday, December 20th and
27th. The Children’s Choir and the Catholic Catechism Class (RCIA) will not meet December 24th and 31st. The Twin
Cities Catholic Chorale (TCCC) will not rehearse December 29th. If you are wondering if another group or organization will
meet during the Christmas season, please contact the group leader or phone the parish office at 651.925.8800.
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Advent Confession Schedule
Tuesday, Dec. 22 E 3:30-5:00 pm & Following Novena
Wednesday, Dec. 23 E 3:30 -5:00 pm & 7:00-8:00 pm
Thursday, Dec. 24 E 10:00-11:30 am

That’s Amore! Feb 13, 2010

Save this date for the annual Saint Agnes School dinner
auction!

Donations neededWe are accepting donations of theme
baskets, new household items, sports memorabilia, theater
and sporting tickets, hotel stays, services,
and experiences. Also need large size
empty baskets. Donations can be
dropped off in the parish office.

Advertise your businessn the event
programs and on the school website: 3 2
X 57 ads = $250; 5x7”ads = $500

Sponsor the dinner auctionA great way to advertise,
support and enjoy the evening:

e $2,500 Silver level: 10 tickets, full-page ad in program
& event promotion

e $1,000 Bronze level: 10 tickets & half-page ad in
program

e $500 Patron level: 4 tickets & line mention in program

e $250 Friend level: 2 tickets & mention in program

Contact Mary Appel 651.925.8811 or Robert Blackstone
651.917.0421 for additional information.

UPCOMING MASS/VESPERS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve —Thursday, December 24th

8:00 am Mass

4:25 pm First Vespers of Christmas Vigil

5:15 pm Vigil of Christmas - Latin High Mass

11:15pm  Christmas Music & Procession of
the Infant Jesus to the Crib

Midnight ~ Solemn Latin High Mass

Christmas Day—Friday, December 25th
(No Eucharistic Adoration on Christmas Day)

6:30 am Mass at Dawn
8:30 am Mass During the Day
10:00 am  Latin High Mass (Ordinary Form)

12:00 Noon Mass During the Day

2:00 pm Second Vespers of Christmas
Thursday, December 31st

4:25 pm Vespers

5:15 pm Latin High Mass (anticipated)

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Friday, January 1st—Solemnity of Mary,

Mother of God
(No Eucharistic Adoration on January 1st)
6:30 am English Mass
8:30 am English Mass
10:00 am  Latin High Mass (Ordinary Form)

12:00 Noon English Mass

2010 Calendars Available

Complimentary Catholic calendars are available after all
Masses in Schuler Hall beginning this Sunday. Special
thanks to our Mueller-Bies Funeral Home for sponsoring
our calendars once again for 2010.

New Parishioner Registration

We welcome all visitors to the Church of Saint Agnes. If
you have been attending regularly and are interested in the
possibility of joining our parish, please stop by to visit with
one of the priests after Mass today, or call the parish office

Hospitality for our Visitors

The Twin Cities Catholic Chorale is looking for volunteers
to work as greeters at Chorale Masses. We want visiting
individuals and groups to feel welcome and obtain answers
about the Mass and music being sung. Volunteers should be
available at least once a month, before and after the 10:00
a.m. Mass for a total of about 30 minutes. The Chorale will
provide training and visitor materials. For more information
please contact Jean Haskell at 651.450.1868 or Kathleen
Bedor at 612.823.3945.

First Holy Communion—Registration and Date

The date for First Holy Communion is Saturday, May 8,
2010.  First Communicants must be members of the
parish. Please contact the parish office at 651.925.8800 if
your child does not attend Saint Agnes School or the
Religious Education program at the Church of Saint Agnes.
Thank you!

Please Sponsor Our Christmas Flowers

All parishioners are invited to sponsor some of our
Christmas flowers in the sanctuary. Envelopes for the
special Christmas Flower Fund were included in your
packets for December 13th and are also available in the
back of the Church. If you are donating in honor or
memory of someone (indicated with a Cross if deceased),
please print the name(s) clearly on the front of the envelope.

Chorale Notes

The Twin Cities Catholic Chorale does not sing at the 10:00
a.m. Mass during Advent. The Chorale resumes at 11:15

p.m. on Christmas Eve with Christmas music followed by
Midnight Mass (Mozart's Coronation Mass, K 317).
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WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, December 20
Donut Sale sponsored by the Men’s Club
Vespers and Benediction .......ccccceeeveeeennnens 3:00 pm
(following 2:45 pm recitation of the Rosary)
(No Youth Group)

Monday, December 21

Legion of Mary (Bride’s Room) .....cccceecceeeennee 6:45 pm

MEN'S CIUD eeeeeee e 7:30 pm
Tuesday, December 22

Chorale Rehearsal (Choir Loft) .....cccceviieennn. 7:30 pm

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help .......... 7:30 pm

Confessions (added for Advent) .......... 3:30-5:00 pm

(following Novena)

Wednesday, December 23
(No Religious Education Classesd CCD)
Confessions (added for Advent) ........... 3:30-5:00 pm
7:00-8:00 pm

Thursday, December 24 (Christmas Eve)
(No RCI A or Childrenos
MASS ..eeeiee et 8:00 am
Confession (added for Advent) ......... 10:00-11:30 am

First Vespers of Christmas Vigil ........cce..... 4:25 pm
Vigil of Christmas ......ccccevvevriernieeree e 5:15 pm
Christmas Music & Procession

of the Infant Jesus to the Crib ............ 11:15 pm
Solemn Latin High Mass ......cccce...... 12:00 Midnight

Friday, December 25 (Christmas Day)
(No Eucharistic Adoration on Christmas Day)

Choi

Mass at Dawn .....coocceeeieiieeerees e 6:30 am
Mass During the Day ....ccccceeeeceeeevceeeeccieeeeas 8:30 am
Latin High Mass (Ordinary Form) ................ 10:00 am
Mass During the Day ......cccccvvieeeeeeieennnns 12:00 noon
Saturday, December 26

(070 0] =117 o] o =TS 3:30-5:00 pm

7:30-9:30 pm

Wedding Banns

Eric Hansen will be joined
with Kathleen Alford in the
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on
Monday, December 21, 2009

Change to Eucharistic Adoration Schedule
There will be no Eucharistic Adoration on Friday,
December 25th or Friday, January 1st.

From Cornerstone to Completion
1909-1912
As we celebrate our centennial, please consider
helping preserve the traditions of The Church of
Saint Agnes by remembering us in your will.
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MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, December 21 ~ Peter Canisius, priest & doctor
8:00 am Rose Smith T
5:15 pm Bill & Rita Hermes (A)

Tuesday, December 22 %{
8:00 am Clinton Scheuring

Wednesday, December 23 ~ John of Kanty, priest
8:00 am Mercedes Cerney t
5:15 pm Sloreen Menge

Thursday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve
8:00 am All Priests and Religious
*515 pm  Mary Dragos T
*Midnight All Readers, Patrons & Staff
of the Wanderer

Friday, December 25 ~ Nativity of the Lord
6:30 am  Susanna Gruber Hafner
8:30 am Joseph M. Hafner Family
*10:00 am Steve and Anne Keuttel (A)
12:00 pm Missa pro populo(For the People)

r
Saturday, December 26 ~ Stephen, first martyr
*8:00 am Stephen A. Miller
*5:15 pm Stephen & Kate Jensen (A)

Sunday, December 27 ~ Feast of the Holy Family
6:30 am  Giovanna Puppin T
8:30 am Missa pro populo(For the People)
*10:00 am Lucille Schneider t
12:00 pm Don & Sonia Dickerson & Family

ALTAR SERVERS SCHEDULE
Saturday, Dec 26h

5:15 p.m. Mass
Christopher Ethier, Jonathan Ethier, Jonathan Kuehn,

Victor Pilon, Ned O’Sullivan

Sunday, Dec 27th
8:30 a.m. Mass
Joseph Minwegen, Peter Minwegen,
Christopher Minwegen
10:00 a.m. Mass
O.F. Team 2

12:00 Noon Mass
Christopher Lentz, Viet Pham, Nicholas Miller

Sunday Offerings

Collections for December 13, 2009

Sunday Envelope/Plate .......cccceeceeeeueenneen. $13,207.98
Automatic Contributions .........cceeeeeeereereenene $1,735.00
VO oo SRS $14,942.98
Special Offerings

Immaculate Conception.........ccceeeeeeeeceennnee. $5,043.99



