
“Do not be afraid; 

for behold, I proclaim to you 

good news of great joy  that 

will be for all the people. 

For today in the city of 

David a savior has been 

born for you who is Christ 

and Lord.  And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find an 

infant wrapped in swaddling 

clothes and lying in a 

manger.” 

                               ~  Lk 2:10-12 

December 25, 2009 —Nativity of the Lord 

        December 27, 2009 —Feast of the Holy Family 
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And They Laid Him in a Manger: Lessons from the School of the Crib 

 

If there is any Christmas tradition more universally endearing to young and old alike than the Nativity Creche, I would be 

hard pressed to name it.  It matters little one’s age, we all rush to see the Crib, to kneel, to pray and offer homage to the 

Christ Child, and to gaze at the magnificent scene of peace and joy.  Even at my age, after first seeing the Holy Family, I 

still to this day look at all the animals before gazing upon even the three Kings or shepherds! 

 

It is well known that in medieval Cathedrals, stained glass windows and frescoes served the dual purposes of decoration and 

education.  To a largely illiterate populace, the priests could explain the mysteries of the faith by having the people gaze 

upon the images while simultaneously receiving an explanation.  The Manger scene (or French, crêche; Italian presepio) is 

no different.  It is attributed to Saint Francis beginning in 1223 AD, when he instructed a dear friend, Giovanni: 

 

If you desire that we should celebrate this year's Christmas together at Greccio, go quickly and prepare what I tell 

you; for I want to enact the memory of the infant who was born at Bethlehem, and how He was deprived of all the 

comforts babies enjoy; how He was bedded in the manger on hay, between an ass and an ox. For once I want to see 

all this with my own eyes. 

 

When Pope Benedict XVI carried out his traditional blessing of the "Bambinelli" (Baby Jesus figurines) brought to Saint 

Peter’s Square by the faithful (to be placed in their own family crèches), he made the following remark:  

 

It is necessary to seek to live in the reality of daily life that the crib represents, namely, the love of Christ, his 

humility, his poverty. This is what St Francis did at Greccio: he recreated a live presentation of the nativity scene in 

order to contemplate and worship it, but above all to be better able to put into practice the message of the Son of 

God who for love of us emptied himself completely and made himself a tiny child. (Sunday Angelus, 13 Dec. 2009 

Piazza San Pietro) 

 

Saint Francis of Assisi played a significant role in the promotion of the Nativity Crèche throughout Italy and indeed the 

whole world.  He knew well the power of such a powerful image and it has certainly stood the test of time. The Holy Father 

remarked that “the crib is a school of life where we can learn the secret of true joy,” and indeed it is a school in this best 

sense of learning the deepest mysteries of our faith.  It is more eloquent than the best prepared homily that could be written, 

it is more profound than the most beautiful orchestral Mass ever scored, and more eagerly anticipated than even the largest 

wrapped present under the tree.  Why?  It is because the crib represents the birth of our very salvation, the source of our life 

and joy, our reconciliation and peace. I urge all members of our parish to make a special effort to honor the Christ-child by 

means of a visit to our beautiful Manger scene in front of the altar of Saint Joseph.  May these special days of Christmas 

effect true and lasting peace and joy in your hearts, in your families and indeed the whole world.  Blessed Christmas to all. 

 

I am most grateful to all who helped to clean and decorate our Church in preparation for Christmas. It is a 

monumental task indeed, but it was carried out in a spirit of joy and cooperation.  Our Church looks particularly 

beautiful this year. Many thanks to all who contributed donations for our flowers in the sanctuary. 

 

You can still catch the Relevant Radio (1330 AM) program featuring music from the Twin Cities Catholic Chorale 

and Men’s Schola at Noon on Christmas Day.  

 

Sung Latin Masses are offered at 5:15 p.m. during the Octave of Christmas on the 26th, 28th, 30th and 31st of 

December, preceded by 4:25 p.m. Sung Vespers. All Masses are in the main Church. Please consider joining us 

during the Octave. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

Fr. John L. Ubel 

Pastor 

Thatôs Amore! Feb 13, 2010 ðSave This Date for the Annual Saint Agnes School dinner auction! 

 

Donations needed: We are accepting donations of theme baskets, new household items, sports 

memorabilia, theater and sporting tickets, hotel stays, services, and experiences. We also need large size 

empty baskets.  Donations can be dropped off in the parish office.   Advertise your business in the event 

programs and on the school website: 3 ½ x 5” ads = $250; 5x7”ads = $500.  Sponsor the dinner auction:  

A great way to advertise, support and enjoy the evening:  $2,500 Silver level: 10 tickets, full-page ad in 

program & event promotion; $1,000 Bronze level: 10 tickets & half-page ad in program;    

$500 Patron level: 4 tickets & line mention in program;  $250 Friend level: 2 tickets & mention in program. 

 

Contact Mary Appel 651.925.8811 or Robert Blackstone 651. 917.0421 for additional information. 
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UPCOMING MASS/VESPERS SCHEDULE 
 

Christmas Eve ðThursday, December 24th 
    8:00 am Mass (Chapel) 

    4:25 pm First Vespers of Christmas Vigil 

    5:15 pm Vigil of Christmas (Latin High Mass) 

    9:30 pm Matens of Christmas 

    11:15 pm Christmas Music & Procession of  

                        the Infant Jesus to the Crib 

    12:00 am Mass at Midnight (Latin High Mass) 

 

Christmas DayðFriday, December 25th 

    (No Eucharistic Adoration on Christmas Day) 

    6:30 am Mass at Dawn 

    8:30 am Mass During the Day 

    10:00 am Latin High Mass (Ordinary Form) 

    12:00 Noon Mass During the Day 

    2:00 pm Second Vespers of Christmas 

 

Saturday, December 26th 

    8:00 am Mass (Chapel) 

    4:25 pm Vespers 

    5:15 pm Mass—Feast of the Holy Family (Anticipated)  

 

Sunday December 27thðFeast of the Holy Family  

    6:30 am Mass  

    8:30 am Mass  

    10:00 am Latin High Mass       

    12:00 Noon Mass 

    3:00 pm Vespers and Benediction 

 

Monday, December 28thðFeast of the Holy Innocents 

    8:00 am Mass (Chapel) 

    4:25 pm Vespers 

    5:15 pm Latin High Mass (Octave of Christmas) 

 

Tuesday, December 29th 

    8:00 am Mass (Chapel) 

 

Wednesday, December 30th  

    8:00 am Mass (Chapel) 

    4:25 pm Vespers 

    5:15 pm Latin High Mass (Octave of Christmas) 

 

Thursday, December 31st 

    8:00 am Mass (Chapel) 

    4:25 pm Vespers 

    5:15 pm Latin High Mass (Anticipated) 

 

Friday, January 1stðSolemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

    (No Eucharistic Adoration or Vespers on January 1st) 

    6:30 am Mass  

    8:30 am Mass  

    10:00 am Latin High Mass       

    12:00 Noon Mass 

 

Saturday, January 2nd 

    (Octave of Christmas is over; no Vespers before 5:15 Mass)  

    8:00 am Mass (Chapel) 

    5:15 pm Mass—Feast of the Holy Family (Anticipated)  

 

Sunday January 3rdð(OF) Epiphany of the Lord;  

             (EF) Holy Name of Jesus 

    6:30 am Mass  

    8:30 am Mass  

    10:00 am Latin High Mass (Extraordinary Form)       

    12:00 Noon Mass 

CHORALE NOTES 

  

Thursday, December 24th 
11:15 p.m. - Christmas carols 

Midnight - Coronation Mass (K. 317) by Mozart 

The pilgrimage Basilica of Maria Plain sits on a hill 

overlooking Salzburg, where Mozart was born in 1756 and 

lived until he was 24. He is said to have composed this Mass 

in 1799 for the 28th anniversary of the coronation of a 

miraculous painting of the Blessed Virgin and Infant Jesus 

that hangs above the basilica’s high altar. Some sources say he 

was fulfilling a sacred vow, and others claim he actually wrote 

the music in the basilica. 

The painting originally was located in Regen, Bavaria, and 

survived unharmed when a 1633 fire destroyed everything 

around it. It became the object of local devotions, and in 1652 

was moved to a shrine chapel at Maria Plain. Pilgrimages to it 

increased, and two decades later a larger church was built for 

it on the hilltop. 

The Twin Cities Catholic Chorale sang Michael Haydn’s 

Requiem in the basilica in 1974 in memory of World War II’s 

dead. Photographs of the basilica and the miraculous painting 

are on www.mariaplain.at. 
 
Friday, December 25—Broadcast 

Christmas at The Church of Saint Agnes will be featured on 

Relevant Radio, 1330 AM, on Friday, December 25, at 12 

noon.  The program will include music by the Twin Cities 

Catholic Chorale and the Gregorian chant Schola Cantorum, 

as part of the Christmas in Our Town series.  
 
Sunday, December 27 
The Chorale presents the Missa in honorem Sanctissimae 

Trinitatis (K. 167), which Mozart composed at age 17. He 

dated it June 1773 and likely intended it for Trinity Sunday. 

The biographers of his early years, Stanley Sadie and Neal 

Zaslaw, think he may have written it for Salzburg’s beautiful 

Holy Trinity Church (Dreifaltigkeitskirche), built by Fischer 

von Erlach. The Trinitatis Mass is the only choral Mass 

Mozart composed without vocal solos, and the biographers 

doubt it was written for the city’s cathedral. Listen for the 

trumpets and the showy contrapuntal fugue in the Credo at “et 
vitam venturi.” 
 
Future Chorale Offerings 
The Twin Cities Catholic Chorale will be singing the fabulous 

Haydn Mariazelloermesse on Sunday, January 3 at 10:00 a.m. 

On January 10, we will present Dvorak's  Mass in D. 
 
Tax Deduction Available 

You can show your appreciation—and earn one more tax 

deduction for 2009—by donating generously to the Chorale, 

which is dependent upon your gifts. The choir members are all 

volunteers, but orchestra musicians and vocal soloists are paid 
professionals. Please join the Friends of the Chorale by 

mailing a check, payable to the Twin Cities Catholic Chorale, 

to P.O. Box 4234, St. Paul, MN 55104. You can place a check 

in the church collection basket, if it is in an envelope clearly 

marked for the Chorale.  Preaddressed envelopes are available 

at the main church entrance. 

http://www.mariaplain.at


WEEKLY CALENDAR 
               
 
 

Masses and Vespers Schedule for December 24ñ    

January 3 are listed on page 3 of this bulletin. 

Thursday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

  Confession (added for Advent)  .........10:00-11:30 am 
       
Friday, December 25 (Christmas Day) 

     (No Eucharistic Adoration on Christmas Day) 
   
Saturday, December 26 

  Confessions  ..........................................  3:30-5:00 pm  

   ................................................................ 7:30-9:30 pm  

Sunday, December 27 

 (No Youth Group evening meeting) 

 Donut Sale sponsored by Youth Group 

Monday, December  28 

 Legion of Mary (Brideõs Room)  ...................... 6:45 pm 

 

Tuesday, December  29 

 (No Chorale rehearsal) 

 Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  .......... 7:30 pm  

 

Wednesday, December  30 

 (No Religious Education Classes-CCD) 
 

Thursday, December  31  

 (No Childrenõs Choir or CCC Class) 

  

Friday, January 1  

     (No Eucharistic Adoration on January 1) 
     

Saturday, January 2  

    Confessions  ..........................................  3:30-5:00 pm 

   ................................................................ 7:30-9:30 pm  

Sunday, January 3 

 Donut Sale sponsored by  Altar & Rosary Society 

Red Envelope Collection 

 Childrenõs Choir  .............................................  8:30 am 

 Blessing of Expectant Mothers  ...... .(after 8:30 Mass) 

  Youth Group (Convent) .........................  6:30-8:30 pm 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Monday, December 28 ~ Holy Innocents, martyrs 

 8:00 am Patrick Harrington À 

 *5:15 pm  Joe & Kay Foht (A) 

   

Tuesday, December 29 ~ Thomas Becket, bishop &  

martyr 

 8:00 am David Ternes      
 

Wednesday, December  30 ~ 6th Day in Octave of 

Christmas 

 8:00 am Joan Sieaol 

 *5:15 pm  Msgr. Richard Schuler (B) À 

 

Thursday, December 31 ~ Sylvester I, pope 

 8:00 am Shon McClain 

 *5:15 pm  For an End to Abortions 
  

Friday, January 1 ~ Solemnity of  Mary, Mother of God 

 6:30 am Lindsay Votel 

 8:30 am Missa pro populo (For the People) 

 *10:00 am  Constance Roddy 

 12:00 pm Kathryn Miller 
  

Saturday, January 2 ~ Basil the Great & Gregory  

Nazianzen, bishops & doctors  

 *8:00 am  Kurt Virning 

    *5:15 pm  Richard òRedó Roberts 

 

Sunday, January 3 ~ (OF) Epiphany of the Lord 

   (EF) Holy Name of Jesus  

 6:30 am Henry Hensen À 

 8:30 am Thomas Fadden À 

*  10:00 am Missa pro populo (For the People) 

 12:00 pm J. Daleiden/D. A. Fix Families 
 

(A) Anniversary     (B) Birthday     À Deceased     *Sung High Mass 
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Sunday Offerings 
Collections for December 20, 2009 

 

Unavailable due to early press date for bulletin. 

 

ALTAR SERVERS SCHEDULE 

Saturday, Jan 2nd 

5:15 p.m. Mass 

Johnathan Ethier, Christopher Ethier, Tom Mulvey 

Peter Lentsch, Simon Skemp 

 

Sunday, Jan 3rd  

8:30 a.m. Mass 

Sam Benyon, Thomas Kelly, Nathan Coyne  

10:00 a.m. Mass 

E.F, Team 1 

12:00 Noon Mass 

Peter Notermann, Jack Boeser, Matthew Boeser 

From Cornerstone to Completion  

1909-1912 
As we celebrate our centennial, please consider 

helping preserve the traditions of The Church of 

Saint Agnes by remembering us in your will. 

Reclaiming the Culture of Marriage and Life 
Save the date, Wednesday January 20th at 7:00 p.m. for 

an invaluable evening presentation at Saint Agnes by    

Fr. Peter Laird and others on “Reclaiming the Culture 

of Marriage and Life.”  More details to follow. 

First Holy CommunionðRegistration and Date 
The date for First Holy Communion is Saturday,     

May 8, 2010.  First Communicants must be members of 

the parish.  Please contact the parish office at 

651.925.8800 if you child does not attend Saint Agnes 

School or the Religious Education program at the 

Church of Saint Agnes.  Thank you. 


